. The rabbits were also placed in a rabbit vest and the chest tubes were attached to the vest (Fig 1) . A chest tube protector (made of molded aluminum metal) was placed around the chest tube (between the rabbit and the Heimlich valve) to protect the chest tube from mastication. The chest tubes were allowed to drain spontaneously through the Heimlich valve. In addition, the chest tubes were aspirated twice daily using the three-way stopcock.
Materials and Methods
This project was approved by the animal subjects committee at our medical center prior to the start of the study. Sixty-six 2-to 3-kg rabbits were used for this study. The rabbits were divided into four groups. Our goal was to have at least 10 The median gross score was the lowest in the 24-h chest tube group followed by the 48-h chest tube group (Fig 2) . The median gross score for the 24-h chest tube group was 2.5. The median gross score for the 48-h chest tube group was 2.75 and the median gross score for the 72-h chest tube group was 4.0. The median gross score for the control group was 3.5. The median gross scores of the 24-and 48-h chest tube groups were significantly lower than the median score of the 72-h chest tube group. There was a trend toward lower median gross scores in the (Fig 4) . Considerable variability of the micro¬ scopic score was present within individual groups.
24-and 48-h groups relative to the control group, but statistical significance was not reached.
The proportion of rabbits with a gross score of 4 (indicating the presence of pus at autopsy) was significantly greater in the 72-h group relative to the 24-h and 48-h groups. The number of rabbits with a gross score of 4 was 3 of 11 (27%) in the 24-h group, 3 of 14 (21%) in the 48-h group, 8 of 10 (80%) in the 72-h group, and 6 of 15 (40%) in the control group.
Pleural Peel Scores
The mean pleural peel scores were highest in the control and 72-h chest tube groups (Fig 3) (Fig 4) . 
